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Isn’t it fun to live this very special lifestyle on Westlake Lake?  
Where else will you see a parade like the Holiday Boat Parade on Westlake Lake?  These  boats are from the 
parade in 2019.   Watch for information on the upcoming boat parade on the first Sunday in December.  Why 
not start designing your masterpiece entry now?  Please contact the Westlake Yacht Club to enter.  

Keeping the Spirit of Giving in Our Local Community:
This year especially there are many precious little ones who are looking forward to holiday 
gifts.  We can’t let them down, can we?  Start shopping now for toys for the collection 
bins at the guard gate!  You know you love doing it!  You will feel great selecting just 
the right toy. I will get your generous gift donations to The Conejo, Simi, Moorpark 
Association of Realtors who will see to it that the toys reach those sweet little children.  
You have always been so very generous.  I know you will want to help.  

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!

I want to wish each of you a very Happy Holiday Season !

I Love Selling Waterfront Homes! 
If you or someone you know is thinking of buying or selling a home, 

please call me at (805) 402-9115.
Decades of Successful Real Estate Sales | 5 Star Zillow Rating | Many Happy Clients

Please let me go to work for you!

I Love Selling Homes on Westlake Lake! 

Mary Kay Donahoe
Waterfront & exceptional Home SpecialiSt

805.402.9115
MaryKay@theDonahoes.com
MaryKayDonahoe.com
DRE License #00570308

Don’t Wait, call me noW!
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Island Security, Michael Meisel
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From the President’s Desk
Finally, the 95-degree days seem to be 

behind us. Fall is here and Halloween is 
around the corner. I love the cooler evenings, 
but I am not quite ready for it to get dark at 
5pm.

The Summer months have been very busy with a number 
of Island projects. The conversion from vehicle stickers to 
transponders went extremely well, thanks to a well-coordinated 
effort by Tami from Emmons and Doug from Island security. We 
have installed over 700 transponder tags covering over 95% of 
our residents.

Alison’s maintenance report will bring you up to date with all 
of the repairs we have been making, including an overview of 
our Island Maintenance walk thru. Spoiler alert: overall we were 
very pleased with how nice you are keeping your properties.

Island Cleanup Day was a huge success. We never expected 
our pickup volume to triple over last year. Two trucks went 
to 44 homes and brought back BBQ’s, file cabinets, furniture, 
ladders, you name it. I have never seen so many batteries, and 
the electronic waste filled my SUV to the roof. COVID-19 gave 
us all more time to clean house.

We painted a new orange crosswalk on LaVenta to hopefully 
encourage more of our residents to come to a full stop at that 
corner. We are prepared to install cameras if behaviors don’t 
change. Rolling through the intersection is not acceptable. And 
if one of your guests commits the violation, you as the home 
owner are responsible.

I know there has been some talk about what is going on with 
the Island landscape renovation plans. The committee has been 
meeting throughout the summer and we are close to having 
plans we can share with you in an interactive “town hall” 
format. Rumors abound regarding the trees. While the plans 
aren’t final, the Island has trees that are more suited for a forest, 
not a residential community in close proximity to homes and 
busy streets. These trees also have a very invasive root system 

continued on page 4
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Westlake Island Management

The Emmons Company
One Boardwalk, Suite 102
Westlake Village, CA 91360
805 413-1170
www.emmonsco.net

Westlake Lake Management
32353 W. Triunfo Canyon
Westlake Village, CA 91361
818 889-5377
www.westlake-lake.com
westlakelakemgmt@gmail.com

Guardhouse
805 495-7411

Emergency Fire & Police
911

Los Angeles County Fire
818 889-1626

Los Angeles County Sheriff
818 878-1808

LA County Humane Society
213 730-5300

Thousand Oaks Police
805 494-8200

Ventura County Fire
805 384-1500

Ventura County Humane Society
805 646-6505

Ventura County Sheriff’s Office
805 494-8200 
www.vcsd.org

Animal Control & Licensing
(Westlake & Thousand Oaks)
818 991-0071

City of Thousand Oaks
www.toaks.org

City of Westlake Village
www.wlv.org

and present a real fire danger. Both our arborist and landscape 
architect agree that there are so many species available that are 
better suited for our Island environment.

By now you have received the proposed rules updates. This was 
a last-minute event that was prompted by a change mandated 
by the State legislature and has forced us to accelerate these 
rule changes into this calendar year. Effective January 1, 2021, 
the new law increases the Island’s maximum number of rental 
units from 33 to 82 (10% to 25%) and reduces the minimum 
rental term from 6 months to 30 days. While we do live on a 
private island, the State will not allow any HOA to “hide” behind 
their rules and CC&R’s.  In other words, they are successfully 
removing our rights to govern ourselves and dictating these 
leasing conditions. I do not expect we will see a jump in rental 
properties as a result of these changes. We currently only have 
39 rentals on the Island, or about 12%, and it stays relatively 
constant.

Normally I would remind everyone of our annual Holiday 
Bash, but unfortunately this event has been canceled for 2020 
for obvious reasons.  Let’s all look forward to a bigger and better 
celebration for 2021.

As a reminder, please show our guards your appreciation for 
all their efforts by contributing to the Annual Guard Holiday 
Fund. Our guard staff is very dedicated to maintaining a safe, 
secure and peaceful environment for everyone.

We and the Board hope 
that you all will have a safe 
and happy Holiday Season.

Best wishes,

Michael Meisel

From the President’s Desk
continued from page 3
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Update from the Treasurer
By Treasurer, Andy Kane

Some say that the best treasurer’s report is one that is 
dull and boring, i.e. no surprises. Well, that may summa-
rize the present state of our POA finances.

We ended the fiscal year on June 30th, slightly ahead of budget, and thus were able to contribute 
somewhat more than the planned $100k to our capital reserves. 

For the current fiscal year, for the first few months, we are on plan and no exceptions. We continue 
to fund about $100k a year into our capital reserves. We have the reserves in place to handle planned 
renovations to landscaping in common areas, road maintenance and other needed capital expenditures. 
We are in good financial shape, well managed, and as I said, our financial health is excellent, if not 
boring and uneventful.  Just what we should hope for in managing our financial  affairs.

We continue to have around $650,000 set aside in low yielding, but insured CDs to cover our funded 
capital reserves. Our quarterly dues cover our operating costs and the planned additional $100k to the 
capital reserves.

If you have questions, please email me at andykane@gmail.com.
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Architectural Report
By Gary Keller

This last quarter the Architectural Committee has reviewed and approved numerous architectural 
applications. They have ranged from large remodels, new and different roofs, landscape projects and 
various maintenance projects that have enhanced existing homes. Unfortunately, the committee has 
also had to deny other projects that have not adhered to the Architectural Rules for Westlake Island. 
In most cases these disapprovals could have been avoided. The Architectural Committee is a volunteer 
group that has the task of approving or disapproving applications based on the Architectural Rules.  
Over the years there has been a great deal of thought that has gone into the architectural rules. This 
process has greatly enhanced the Island community. The committee has found that applications that 
are denied are the result of lack of knowledge of the rules.

The architectural rules and all the information necessary to submit a successful application are avail-
able on the Island website. The committee strongly recommends a review of these rules before submis-
sion. The website is www.westlakeisland.org. Under “Docs and Forms” you can find all the information 
you will need.

Recently the committee has had several applications regarding artificial turf. It seems that there has 
been some confusion from homeowners as to what is allowed and not allowed. This often causes de-
lays in processing applications and sometimes 
site visits with the contractor are necessary to 
get the application approved. During COVID, 
site visits can be problematic.  Probably the 
most important thing to remember is that un-
der the rules you cannot just replace existing 
grass or landscape that you have with artificial 
turf. There are certain rules you must follow. 
If you do plan on submitting an application 
for artificial turf you are greatly encouraged 
to review Section 5.14 Landscaping in the Ar-
chitectural Rules on the island website. Please 
pay close attention to sections a. & b.  Front 
and rear yard turf cannot exceed 50% of the 
plantable area.  Calculations of the square 
footage for the total front or back yards, hard-
scape (sidewalks and patios), plantable area, 
and turf area should be indicated on the plans.

The committee is always available to an-
swer your questions and you can contact any-
one of our members through the Emmons 
Company.
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Westlake Island - Emergency Preparedness
By Jenny Wolpert

IMPORTANT WEBSITES:
The City of Westlake Village website has links to sign up for WLV emergency notifications, County of 
Los Angeles notifications as well as information on building your emergency kit.
Visit: http://wlv.org/189/Emergency-Preparedness

Sign up for the LA County Emergency Notification System
Visit: http://wlv.org/189/Emergency-Preparedness

Sign up for the Ventura County Emergency Notification System
Visit: https://www.readyventuracounty.org/vc-alert/

Emergency Kit General Checklist
Store all your supplies in a plastic tub that is easily accessible.

c Important Documents
 Copies of any documents you 

can’t lose, along with your 
family emergency plan.

c Kitchen Items
 Utensils, cups, tupperware, 

napkins, plastic ties, garbage 
bags and disinfectant wipes.

c Radio
 Battery-powered or hand 

crank radio, preferably a 
NOAA Weather Radio

c Flashlight
 Don’t forget the extra batteries, 

Consider adding some light 
sticks.

c First Aid Kit & Dust Mask
 For any medical needs and to 

help filter contaminated air.

c Water
 Three gallons of water per 

person, to last three days for 
drinking and hygene.

c Food
 At least a three-day supply of 

nonperishable foods. Don’t 
forget a manual can opener.

c Prescription Medications
 At least a weeks’ worth of 

medication. Don’t forget non-
prescription medications.

c Cash
 In case ATMs are unavailable 

or credit/debit card systems are 
down.

c Whistle & Local Maps
 Use to signal for help and 

evacuate without GPS if 
needed.

c Cell Phone Chargers
 Include a solar charger and/or 

fully charges power banks (will 
need to be recharged).

c Plastic Sheeting & Duct 
Tape

 To help shelter-in-place if 
needed. Also consider nylon 
rope.

c Wrench and Pliers
 To turn off utilities multi-

purpose/multi-functional tool 
as well.
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Facilities Management
By Dave Whitney

The planning committee for the Island common 
areas (nicknamed CARP) is waiting for the final 
drawings to be completed in preparation to go to 

bid for the first phase 
of work to be started 
in 2021. We will start 
with one finger and 
the LaVenta median. 
Plans and photoshop 
renderings will be dis-
tributed to the com-
munity in advance 
of a “town hall” style 
question and answer 
session to discuss what 
we are planning.  We 
hope to continue with 
two to three fingers 
per year until complet-
ed in 2024.

The restriping of the 
limit bar and the stop 

sign at the intersections along Oakshore has been 
completed (other than Redsail which shall be com-
pleted shortly). The intersections were painted 
with reflective paint to show up better at night. A 
new crosswalk was painted at the intersection of 
Oakshore and LaVenta in yellow paint to call more 
attention to the intersection and hopefully encour-
age everyone to come to a full stop.

Projects under discussion are the electrical gen-
erator for the guard house to keep it operational 
during a loss of power and repainting the house 
numbers on the curbs.

We are excited to be moving forward with the 
planned projects and know you will be pleased 
with the results.

Hospitality Report
By Linda Schalk

The “Westlake Island Board” welcomes the 
following new homeowners to “Westlake 
Island”:

Geoffrey & Jaclyn Gelb  
1475 La Venta

Jeffrey Melichar     
1535 La Venta 

Michael & Michelle Bogash       
1514 Eastwind

James A. & Sheila Mae Cole      
1425 Eastwind

Andrew Morris & Erin Meisel    
3906 Fairbreeze

Shawn Moshrefi     
1434 Redsail

Michael Lederer     
1367 Redsail

Harold & Barbara Ballman
3953 Freshwind

Peter & Karen Wollons
3915 Freshwind

Center Street Lending Fund
3901 Freshwind

Deanna Pihos & Cary Heckman
4124 La Venta

Robert F. MacLeod, Jr.
4154 La Venta

Larry & Denise Bronner
1299 Bluesail

Ralph & Barbara Hurst
2428 Oakshore

Welcome to Westlake Island!!!
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Pet Corner
By Michael Meisel

If you haven’t yet noticed, all fingers now 
have Dog Valet stations and brand-new signage 
reminding everyone to “scoop the poop” and 
“leash your dog”.  Seriously, we could not make 
it any easier for you to keep our sidewalks, com-
mon areas, and neighbor’s yard free of deposits.  
I encourage everyone to tie one or two bags to 
your leash so that you are always prepared for 
the inevitable squat.

Barking dogs continue to be a problem. I am 
not sure why these disturbances are increasing, 
but they are totally unacceptable. Again, all dogs 
will bark occasionally when someone walks 
by your home, but when the barking goes on 
for long periods of time and neighbors call the 
Guard Gate to log a complaint, the Board must 
take action. Warning letters are initially sent, 
but if the behavior continues, the owner will 
be called into a hearing, potentially assessed a 
fine, and ultimately the Board may direct the 
owner to keep the dog inside at all times and/or 
wear a muzzle when the dog is outside.

I recently encountered a loose dog on the 
street. I was able to get close enough to see the 
tag and called down to the Guard Gate to ask if 
they had a record of the name. They did not. I 
encourage all pet owners to sign into Gatekey 
and under “My Information” enter your pet’s 
names. This way if someone knows the pet’s 

name, we can identify the owner and contact 
them. As it turned out I was able to get a closer 
look at the tag and called the number. The own-
er came to the rescue.

It is coot season for the next few months, and 
they have definitely come back to our Lake.  
Coot fences are allowed until May 1. Fences 
shall be dark green or black in color and con-
structed of temporary wire or fencing not to 
exceed #10 gauge wire and shall not be over 
twenty-four inches (24”) in height. The green 
plastic fencing that DIY sells works well and 
meets the size standard.

Thank you for not feeding the wildlife. I know 
that the ducks are cute, but they really need to 
fend for themselves.

Contracts Committee Report
By Treasurer, Andy Kane 

Since the last Mainsheet, this committee has 
been active in reviewing and signing off on the 
contract we used for the transponders we now 
have deployed on our vehicles.

Our next project is a systemic review and up-
dating of our three core contracts. These are 
with Emmons for management services, Park-
wood for landscaping, and Master Protection 
Services for our guard services. These are the 
three most significant contracts that renew 
annually. Their scope and terms were written 
years ago, so it’s time to reflect the current 
scope and update language where necessary.

We plan to have this project completed and 
approved by the Board before renewing in ear-
ly 2021.
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Security Report
By Doug Huemme, Master Protection, Inc.

The access control and patrol team at Westlake 
Island appreciates the opportunity that you give 
us to continue to serve your community. The 
team takes pride in delivering a high degree 
of professionalism and customer service to all 
Westlake Island residents and visitors.  

Transponder System
We appreciate how well residents have 
transitioned to the new transponder system. 
As a reminder, only residents with a working 
transponder, or residents who have obtained a 
temporary resident pass in the visitor lane, can 
use the resident transponder lane to enter the 
community. If you need additional transponders 
for new vehicles, please complete the necessary 
paperwork and provide it to the Emmons 
Company. After approval, you will be able to 
schedule to have your transponder installed. 
When you dispose of a vehicle please notify us as 
soon as possible so we can make arrangements 
to have the transponder deactivated. 

Access Control System Gate Key Plus (GK+)
GK+ has been working well for residents that 
are choosing to use its many features, including 
online and app access to manage your personal 
information in the access control system, adding 
and removing guests, receiving notifications 
of guest arrivals, and more. If you would like 
more information about GK+ please visit www.
gatekey.com. If you would like online or app 
access to the system, please contact Peter at 
WestlakeIsland@masterprotection.net or call 
him at the gatehouse Mon-Fri from 6am to 2pm. 

You are welcome to continue to call the gate to 
announce your visitors. We recommend that 
even if you do not want to use the app or website 
you still provide us with your email address and 
mobile phone numbers. The HOA and Access 
Control Team use Gatekey Plus to occasionally 
text or email important announcements, and if 
we do not have your contact information you 
will not receive the messages. 

Traffic Safety
With more residents working from home, and 
fewer options for going to work out facilities, 
we have noticed an increase in the number 
of residents who run, walk or bike in the 
community. Unfortunately, we have also noticed 
an increase in vehicles that are not stopping for 
stop signs or are exceeding the community speed 
limits. For the safety of all residents and visitors 
to the community, please obey all speed limits 
and stop signs, and ask your guests to do the 
same. In the event that you witness any unsafe 
driving, please get as much information about 
the offending vehicle as safely possible and 
report it to the officers at the gate.  

Meet Our Team
Jarrod Joyce is an access control 
and patrol officer that has been 
serving the residents and visitors 
of Westlake Island since 2017. If 

you do not stay out late though you might not 
recognize Jarrod, as he works the overnight shift 
from 10pm to 6am.  Jarrod always has a smile 
for residents and visitors to the community. 

CONTACTING SECURITY
Gatehouse Phone/Fax: (805) 495-7411, fax (805) 495-7433

Post Commander (Peter) phone & email: (805) 495-7411, WestlakeIsland@masterprotection.net 
MPS Management phone & email: (805) 371-4333, Doug.Huemme@masterprotection.net 
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Island Cleanup Day 2020

Thank you to everyone who participated in our postponed Island Cleanup Day on October 17.  Mi-
chael Oppenheimer and Ali Yazdi donated their trucks and one trailer, to help haul the 44 requests for 
pickups.  Our regulars included Richard Countess, Al Halden, Brian Nelson, Kenny Robbins, David 
Klein and of course the Island Board.  Troy Rosen from Compass Realty joined in as well.

A special call out goes to Larry Schalk for his amazing organization of this popular event and to the 
Dyne Family on Oakshore who came to the rescue by allowing us to use their dumpster for overflow 
when our two dumpsters were filled.

Joanie Young, Penny Singer, Cathie Messina, and Teri Pacitto from Sotheby’s International Reality 
provided our shredding service and Jenny Wolpert, our Emergency Preparedness Committee Chair 
setup an information table with a variety of EP related flyers and pamphlets.  Unfortunately, due to 
Covid, we were unable to have SOS Survival Products on site to display their wide range of products.  
Next year!
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Maintenance
By Alison Colburn, Maintenance Chair

Like our homeowners, the board and committees have been busy during the COVID stay-at-home-
days to work on projects for our island community.  We have completed some much-needed Island 
maintenance as well as the Island walkthrough which had been postponed in April due to COVID.  
Moving forward we intend to do this twice a year, in the spring and again in the fall.

On the community maintenance front, we have made repairs to some damaged asphalt areas. 
Sidewalk repairs were made in two separate projects.  Sidewalks which had lifted from tree roots were 
removed, the roots cut and the sections of concrete were replaced. In the next phase, areas which had 
minor lifts were ground to make them level. In all more than 70 lifts were repaired or trimmed down.  
We were told that although our sidewalks are over 40 years old, they are in remarkably good shape!!

During the island walk through there were minor issues noted with some homes which we are sure 
will be brought into compliance quickly.  If you receive a letter asking you to make a repair please 
know you are not alone and you were not singled out.  All in all, it was obvious that homeowners 
used their COVID time at home to do maintenance, paint, do repairs and in general clean up their 
properties.  Thank you to all homeowners for showing pride in your homes!!

There were some general items noted and discussed on the walk through, which we think everyone 
should keep in mind:
g Please ask your gardeners not to blow debris into the lake
g Please make sure that fire hydrants on your property are not blocked by plants
g Inspect and clean your gutters to be sure they are free of debris for the rainy season
g Please check your home for some common fire and safety hazards and consider repairs:

•	 Replace	or	repair	loose	or	missing	shingles	or	roof	tiles	to	prevent	ember	penetration;	remove	
leaves, pine needles from roof

•	 Consider	enclosing	under	eave	and	soffit	vents	or	screen	with	metal	mesh	to	prevent	ember	
entry

•	 Cover	exterior	attic	vents	with	metal	wire	mesh	no	larger	than	1/8	inch	to	prevent	sparks	from	
entering your home

•	 Move	flammable	materials	away	from	wall	exteriors
•	 Remove	anything	stored	underneath	decks
•	 Don’t	allow	overgrown	brush,	trees	and	flammable	plants	to	overhang	the	roof	or	grow	too	

close to the home or zero lot wall
•	 Don’t	keep	firewood	or	gas	grills	close	to	the	home
•	 Avoid	planting	scented	plants	that	have	volatile	oils	that	ignite	easily	near	the	home	(examples	

are lavender and rosemary)

Again, thank you for maintaining your homes and keeping your yards neat and clean!!
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Westlake Lake Management Report
By Mike Singer, WLMA Island Representative

Our Lake is performing well and experiencing one of its best years. The October Lake level was 
reported at minus 3.7 inches below the top of the dam. This is our best year in a long time. Last 
year at the same time we were at minus 5.35 inches and the year before that at minus 8.5 inches 

Our combined wells produced over 28 inches of water at an average rate of almost 800 gallons 
per minute. One inch of Lake water is approximately 3,000,000 gallons. Our underground springs 
have also contributed to the higher than normal lake levels. The last few years of healthy rains 
(20” for 2018/19 and 17” 2019/20) have helped to replenish our aquifers which in turn feeds the 
springs and wells.

You may have noticed clumps of algae on the Lake’s surface. Our Lake aquatic specialists, Clean 
Lakes,	quickly	applied	California	Fish	and	Wildlife	approved	 treatments	 to	 the	Lake;	and	 the	
algae is now under control.

We are all hoping for the return of our Swans as well as the beautiful White Pelicans that make 
their way from Canada. 

Our Island has 15 Lake Representatives who all volunteer with hopes of keeping our Lake filled 
with water and private. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact them. They are list-
ed on the Page 3 of the Mainsheet.
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Happy Holidays 
from the Island Board

Holiday Guard Fund
One of the lifestyle benefits of Island living is the peace of mind 
provided by our security guards. They maintain a safe and se-
cure environment for all of us. Please join the Westlake Island 
Board of Directors in making a donation to the Holiday Guard 
Gift Fund. We are hopeful that all residents will participate.

The guards receive a check with a holiday card listing the name 
of those who have contributed to the fund. To participate, please 
send your check payable to Westlake Island Property Owners 
Association c/o The Emmons Company, P.O. Box 5098, West-
lake Village, CA 91359. Indicate on the check-apply to Island 
Security Fund. 
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  "LISTED & SOLD in One Day"
   2385 Topsail Circle

Penny Singer

Realtor
805.371.7445

pennysinger12@gmail.com 
Westlakevillagewaterfront.com 

DRE# 00886394

"Just Listed" No. Ranch "One Story" 
         3997 Skelton Canyon 
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