
Published by the Property Owners Association of Westlake Village

Westlake IslandIssue 2021-01   |   MAY 2021   |   westlakeisland.org

PH
O

TO
:  

M
ar

k 
R

af
te

r



Westlake Island Board

President, Michael Meisel

Vice President, Alan Jeffery

Secretary, Alison Colburn

Treasurer, Andy Kane

Member-at-Large, Jenny Wolpert

Committee Chairpersons

Animal Regulations, Michael Meisel

Architecture, Andy Binsley

Beautification, Dave Whitney

Emergency Prep., Jenny Wolpert 

Facilities, Dave Whitney

Hospitality, Linda Schalk

Maintenance, Alison Colburn

Island Security, Michael Meisel

Mainsheet Editor, Michael Meisel

WLMA Representatives

Linda Catlin

Ron Code

Carolyn Davis

Lisa Gockel-Carl

Alan Jeffery

Chip Lightfoot

Jerry Ketcham

Karen Lieberman

Jan Meisel

Brian Nelson

James Reich

Michael Singer

Randy Steiner

Tony Tramonto

Jan Whitney

From the President’s Desk
It was a year ago when I wrote in my May 

2020 letter and said that we were only 10 days 
away from the Federal government relaxing the 
Covid 19 restrictions. Who could have imagined 
that a year later, despite improving infection 
and hospitalization numbers, we are still trying 
to recover from what could only be called a 
tumultuous year.  Certainly the bright spot has been our community 
and the amazing life style Westlake Island affords us.

We have seen record real estate sales and a demographic shift towards 
younger families with children of all ages. There are more strollers, 
scooters, roller skates, and bicycles than ever before. Sidewalks and 
streets are busy with outdoor activities. The past year has also seen an 
increasing number of architectural applications as homes get updated, 
refreshed, or torn down completely.

With more children in our neighborhood, it is even more critical 
to obey our traffic signs. Excessive speed is totally unacceptable, as 
is running any of the stop signs at the end of each finger and the 
LaVenta/Oakshore corner. I have watched cars fly down LaVenta, 
slow down slightly at Oakshore, and then zoom around the corner, 
never even turning their heads both ways to check for oncoming 
traffic or some child riding their bike in the street. In the past 3 years 
we have had two pedestrian accidents, causing painful and significant 
injuries, one requiring surgery and months of rehabilitation. We have 
sent out over 20 warning and hearing letters in the first quarter alone. 
Fines are up to $500 for a first offense.  But the good news is that 
we have very few repeat offenders. An additional stop sign has been 
placed in the median near the LaVenta intersection and it seems to 
be having a positive effect. And remember, you are also responsible 
for your guests and contractors. We thank you for taking this matter 
seriously and ask anyone who observes unsafe drivers to please notify 
the guards.

This issue introduces a brand new format and a new permanent 
column by Randy Steiner entitled “From the Tackle Box”. Randy is an 
avid fisherman and one of the 15 WLMA representatives for the Island. 
I am very excited to bring an angler’s perspective to the Mainsheet. 
We also have a double page update on the finger renovations being 

continued on page 4



Update from the 
Treasurer
By Treasurer, Andy Kane

As in the past, the 
Treasurer’s report is 
simple and positive. 
We continue to be well managed financially. This fiscal 
year to date, our operating surplus is far ahead of plan, 
although timing differences may see us end our fiscal 
year closer to our budgeted numbers. Our reserves 
continue to be as planned, and we have conservatively 
invested our funds and are federally insured.

As we address the planned landscaping changes to 
the island, including the front gate and our needs to 
repave our roads later this decade, we will continue 
to refine our reserve needs and communicate to all. 
We are reserved for the landscaping costs we anticipate 
and partially reserved, as I have mentioned in the past, 
concerning road repaving. Shortly we will be preparing 
our plan for the next fiscal year and communicating 
the financial plan to all later in the year. 

Westlake Island Management

The Emmons Company
One Boardwalk, Suite 102
Westlake Village, CA 91360
805 413-1170
www.emmonsco.net

Westlake Lake Management
32353 W. Triunfo Canyon
Westlake Village, CA 91361
818 889-5377
www.westlake-lake.com
westlakelakemgmt@gmail.com

Guardhouse
805 495-7411

Emergency Fire & Police
911

Los Angeles County Fire
818 889-1626

Los Angeles County Sheriff
818 878-1808

LA County Humane Society
213 730-5300

Thousand Oaks Police
805 494-8200

Ventura County Fire
805 384-1500

Ventura County Humane Society
805 646-6505

Ventura County Sheriff’s Office
805 494-8200 
www.vcsd.org

Animal Control & Licensing
(Westlake & Thousand Oaks)
818 991-0071

City of Thousand Oaks
www.toaks.org

City of Westlake Village
www.wlv.org

planned for this year with before and after photo renderings.  Andy 
Binsley pens his first letter as the new Chair of the Architectural 
Committee and I want to personally thank Gary Keller for his 
leadership on this critical committee for the past two years.

By now you should have received a link to our first ever home 
owner survey. A committee of 8 residents have been diligently 
working on a series of questions that will help us better serve your 
needs. Please take the time to respond so that we can make sure 
the Board is meeting your expectations.

Mike Singer updates us on WLMA’s efforts to reduce the Carp 
infestation and restore the natural balance and clarity of the Lake. 
It is a long process that will take time.

Our annual association meeting is scheduled for June 17 at 6pm. 
This is the one open meeting where everyone is allowed to participate 
as we move through the agenda. We are going to try and hold the 
meeting on the Yacht Club patio deck. By June my expectation is 
that most everyone will be vaccinated and ready to enjoy the open 
bar after the meeting. For those who are not comfortable meeting 
outside, we will be offering a Zoom option as well. Stay tuned for 
more details as we get closer to June. Your Board is looking forward 
to updating everyone on all of the activities and projects we have 
undertaken this past year.

Finally, there have been many questions and concerns about 
the unfinished home on the corner of Freshwind and Oakshore.  
The property has had financial issues including a bankruptcy 
proceeding, but the encouraging news is that the home was bought 
out of auction and we should be seeing some progress in the next 
several months.

Have a wonderful summer.

Best wishes,

Michael Meisel

From the President’s Desk
continued from page 3

Westlake Island
Emergency Preparedness

By Jenny Wolpert

Ah, Spring! For many of us, it is a time to clean, 
refresh and renew things in and around our homes. 
This is the perfect time to check on your emergen-
cy preparations for you and your home.

HERE ARE JUST A FEW SUGGESTIONS: 

Also www.ready.gov is a great resource for plan-
ning purposes and even offers a 2021 prepared-
ness calendar (under the resource tab) with topics 
relevant to each month of the year.

Stay safe and also enjoy the beauty Spring offers 
us on the island! 

Refresh your food and water 
supplies to make sure they are 
not expired. 

Review plans for you and 
your loved ones in case of 
earthquake or fire.

Check on supplies for your pets 
in case you need to evacuate. 

Do you have a carrying case, 
food, water, vaccine records 
and medication at the ready?

Refresh your emergency kit in 
the home and for your car. 

EMERGENCY 

PLANS



Architectural Letter
By Andy Binsley

I recently took over as Chairman of the Architectural Committee from Gary Keller.  I have been on the 
Architectural Committee for 2 years and have had the opportunity to review hundreds of applications.  I know 
that everyone is anxious to get their plans approved as soon as possible.  To that end I have put together the 
following 10 hints to smooth the path towards a speedy approval.  I also ask that you please understand that even 
though the Committee meets twice a month, the volume of applications is such that we may not be able to get 
through them all in one meeting and a few may be pushed to the head of the line for the next meeting.

TOP 10 HINTS FOR EASY ARCHITECTURAL APPROVAL

1. Read the rules. Requests that clearly comply with the architectural 
rules are usually approved without any problem.

2. Ask for clarification if you don’t understand a rule or have a 
special situation. We are happy to explain the rules and to discuss 
unusual situation. Contact Emmons Company if you have any ques-
tions that we can help with.

3. Include complete information with your application. The most 
common reason for not approving an application is missing informa-
tion. This is as frustrating for the Architectural Committee as it is for 
you, the homeowner.

4. Make sure that drawings in-
clude all views and dimen-
sions. Be sure to include both 
Plan and Elevation views of 
your project. We need to under-
stand what features will look 
like and need to understand 
their precise location. Make 
sure to include distances from 
key points like property lines, 
the lake, walls and structures. 
Major remodels and new builds 
required multiple view color 
rendereings.

5. Submit actual samples 
for all material, color and 
styles. Please label clearly so 
that we can easily understand 
what your project will look like 
when complete.

6. Submit your application 
early so that there is time to 
resolve any issues. We hate to 
delay your project. See 3 above. 
The committee meets twice per 
month. Remember we are vol-
unteers who spend many hours 
reviewing applications and 
monitoring work.

7. Artificial turf. Please read 
the rules twice. Make sure to 
include drawings and calcula-
tions to confirm the percent of 
the landscaped area that will be 
covered by turf.

8. Landscaping: Label plants 
and trees on plans. All plants 
and trees should be accurate-
ly labeled and located on you 
plans. Note that at least 1 tree 
is required in every front and 
back yard. See the rules for 
required locations and recom-
mended species.

9. Do let us know if you see 
anything that we should 
be aware of. Members of the 
committee regularly monitor 
construction activity, howev-
er, don’t hesitate to notify Em-
mons Company if you see any-
thing unusual. We will follow 
up.

10. Don’t forget to file your no-
tice of completion. You will 
get your deposit back! 

From The Tackle Box
By Randy Steiner

Due to the negative impact of the invasive common 
carp species on Westlake Lake’s ecosystem and water 
quality, the Westlake Lake Management Association 
(WLMA) Executive Committee (EC)/Board endorsed 
the creation of the WLMA Fishing Committee. The 
purpose of the WLMA Fishing Committee is to focus 
on a short-term and long-term multi-pronged carp in-
festation corrective action plan by:
•	Bringing	 forward	proposals	and	 recommendations	

to the WLMA EC/Board for endorsement and im-
plementation, and

•	Working	on	action	items	to	implement	WLMA	EC/
Board-endorsed carp eradication plans.
The WLMA Fishing Committee is comprised of vol-

unteers from the WLMA EC/Board and WLMA fish-
ing permit holders.   

The first WLMA Fishing Committee Meeting was 
held earlier this month and several corrective action 
proposals are underway such as the WLMA Carp 
Catch, Keep, and Dispose Policy that was communicat-
ed in the STATE OF THE LAKE mailing from WLMA.  

While Westlake Lake is a catch and release lake, 
under the new Carp Catch, Keep, and Dispose Policy 
fishing persons with valid WLMA fishing permits and 
California State Fishing Licenses are allowed to catch, 
keep, and dispose of carp. When fishing for carp by 
hook and line, only organic bait is allowed (eg, corn or 
bread); no live bait or dead-live bait are permitted. In 
the event other species (eg, catfish or bass) are inad-
vertently caught, promptly 
release these fish back into 
the lake. All other WLMA 
fishing rules remain in force.  

Caught carp are to be dou-
ble-bagged in heavy duty 
plastic bags and discarded. 
Bring double-bagged carp 
to the WLMA Lake Main-
tenance Work Area by the 
dam or WLMA Lake Main-
tenance Workers who are 
operating on the lake.  

As of 27 April 2021, FOUR TRAILER DELIVERIES collectively transported a total of 2.28 TONS 
(4,560 POUNDS) of carp from Westlake Lake to the Calabasas Landfill for disposal.



By Michael Meisel

The geese are back. May and June are the big 

months for the goslings and their proud parents to 

take over the streets and fingers leaving a trail of 

poop wherever they go.

Last year we started a practice of power wash-

ing the streets and sidewalks once a week to re-

move the goose poop. It will continue this year 

from May thru July and longer if necessary. Home-

owners are responsible for cleaning up the side-

walks in front of their property. This mostly impacts 

the Oakshore residents when the geese cross the 

street. While the power washing mostly focuses on 

the Fingers and adjoining sidewalks, they will also 

try to hit the opposite side of the street if time per-

mits.

Everyone already knows that all wildlife have the 

right of way in our streets and that it is not permis-

sible to feed them. But did you know that federal 

law makes it illegal to destroy or disturb any nest or 

the eggs in them. It is considered a misdemeanor 

and punishable by up to 6 months in federal pris-

on and a $15,000 fine.

If you discover an active nest in your yard, you 

must wait 4-6 weeks (the time it usually takes young 

birds to migrate) before you can remove the nest. 

So enjoy the wonders of our beautiful Lake and 

wildlife and watch the babies grow.

Remember, coot fencing needs to be 

down by May 1 and a huge thank 

you to everyone for picking up 

your pets deposits.

Contracts Committee Report
By Treasurer, Andy Kane 

We have been busy this past year with the contracts for 
the implementation of our transponder’s. Fortunately, 
this is now behind us. We recently addressed our 
insurance needs as we went through the renewal of 
our insurance policies, working with our brokers to 
obtain the best available policies for protecting our 
island.

We are currently reviewing and updating the proposed 
contract with our management company, Emmons, for 
the next fiscal year. We are in the advanced stages, and 
hopefully, we should have this resolved soon. We will 
also be reviewing our contracts for landscaping and 
security to ensure that they are updated to incorporate 
all legal protections for the island.

Barry Friedman and Don  Zimring have been 
working with me as committee members, and a big 
thank you to both for their invaluable assistance and 
involvement. 

Security Report
By Doug Huemme, Master Protection, Inc.

Westlake Island is a special place. The access control 
and patrol team appreciate the opportunity that you 
give us to continue to serve the residents and visitors. 
If you have any suggestions, questions, or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 

CONSTRUCTION HOURS
We often find that workers on the Island are confused 
about when they need to be off the Island. Please 
make sure your vendors are aware that work hours 
are from 7am to 5pm Monday to Friday, and 9am to 
5pm for limited (no noise) work on Saturday. This 
does not mean they can stop work around 5pm, and 
then take time to clean up and depart the Island well 
after 5pm. HOA rules require all work be completed 
and work vehicles off the Island by 5pm. Please note 
that construction sites are closed on weekends.

ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM GATE KEY PLUS (GK+)
GK+ continues to work well for residents who are 
choosing to use its many features, including online 
and app access to manage your personal information 
in the access control system, adding and removing 
guests, receiving notifications of guest arrivals, and 
more. For more information or to view video tutorials, 
visit www.gatekey.com. If you would like online or app 
access to the system, contact Peter at WestlakeIsland@
masterprotection.net or call him at the gatehouse Mon-
Fri from 6am to 2pm. You are welcome to continue to 
call the gate to announce your visitors.  However, we 
recommend that even if you do not want to use the 
app or website you still provide us with your email 
address and mobile phone numbers. The HOA and 
Access Control Team use Gatekey Plus to occasionally 
text or email important announcements. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY
Did you know that over 50% of all traffic accidents 
happen within 5 minutes of a person’s home, and 
70% happen within 10 miles of where a person 
lives? Many experts believe that this can be partially 
attributed to the fact that we often get complacent 
in areas where we are comfortable, and do not pay 
as close attention to our surroundings and follow 
the safe driving measures that we would adhere to 
further from home. Unfortunately, we see this with 
Island residents and visitors. Help keep your fellow 
residents and visitors safe. Stop for all stop signs, give 
pedestrians and bikers the right of way, and do not 
exceed the speed limit. If you witness unsafe driving, 
get as much information about the offending vehicle 
as safely possible and report it to the officers at the 
gate. Never pursue a vehicle or put yourself at any 
risk to get information. Often a vehicle description 
and direction of travel is enough for us to identify the 
driver and the HOA will send a friendly reminder to 
the offender. If you are walking, running, or biking 
in the community please also obey the laws of the 
road and take precautions to keep yourself safe. 

MEET OUR TEAM
Kellan Brasil is swing shift supervisor 
that has been serving the residents 
and visitors of Westlake Island for 
over a year. Kellan works on the swing 
shift (2pm to 10pm) and helps with 
training of new officers. He grew up 
in Ashland Oregon, and is a graduate of Cal Lutheran 
University, where he met his girlfriend of 2 years. 
Stop by and say hello to Kellan if you have never met 
him, or look for him while he is on patrol.

CONTACTING SECURITY
Gatehouse Phone/Fax: (805) 495-7411, fax (805) 495-7433

Post Commander (Peter) phone & email: (805) 495-7411, WestlakeIsland@masterprotection.net 
MPS Management phone & email: (805) 371-4333, Doug.Huemme@masterprotection.net 

 



Homeowner Survey Committee
By Alison Coburn and Andy Kane

As board members, we are co-chairing this 
committee. We have been very fortunate to 
have six homeowners volunteer, and they 
have been invaluable as we have designed the 
homeowner survey. It is likely by the time you 
read this report in the Mainsheet that you will 
have received the survey. If we have your email 
address, you received an electronic version; if we 
do not, you received a paper copy in the regular 
mail. We encourage you to complete it!  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for you to comment on 
the services your fees pay for on the island and 

let us know what your priorities are for future 
projects.

It is our hope that many homeowners 
complete the survey to obtain the best possible 
feedback.  When we have the results, we will 
share the outcome once compiled. We plan 
to consider periodic surveys as needed on an 
ongoing basis.

We want to thank the committee members 
who helped immensely- Don Zimring, Barry 
Friedman, Helena Gratland-Mazzocco, Donna 
Larson, Greg Uttal, and  Jerold Gold.



Facilities Management
By Dave Whitney

The Common Area Renovation Project has been concentrating on the Mariner/Freshwind and the LaVenta/
Eastwind fingers and we are sending out the final plans to bid. The images on these pages show the “before and 
after” of each finger. As you can see the fingers are totally redone, with new trees, drought tolerant landscaping, 

benches for sitting and grass areas 
for dogs. New lights and smart 
sprinklers are also in the plan. It 
was necessary to remove the ma-
ture trees for both safety and root 
invasion issues. The new trees will 
have deep watering tubes and root 
barriers to force the root systems 
down and not along the surface. 

AFTER

new trees

drought tolerant landscaping

benches for sitting
grass areas for dogs

new lightssmart sprinklers

MARINER/FRESHWIND

The “after” images reflect the look 
after 2-3 years of growth. We are tar-
geting for completion by October 
2021, but much will depend on when 
whomever is awarded the bid can get 
started (everyone is busy) and we can 
reserve the trees and plants. Nurseries 
and especially tree farms are low on 
inventory and larger specimens due to 
higher-than-normal demand.

LAVENTA/EASTWIND

AFTER

new trees

drought tolerant landscaping benches for sitting grass areas for dogs
new lights

smart sprinklers



Westlake Lake Management Report
By Mike Singer, WLMA Island Representative

Many of you have been asking what is going 
on with the Lake.  Why is the water so brown?  
There are multiple factors, but the major factor 
appears to be that our beautiful lake has been 
invaded by a non-native invasive species of 
fish called the Common Carp. These fish 
have proven to be quite harmful to our 
lake ecology. This species are “bottom 
feeders” and when they feed, they 
stir up the bottom layers of sediment, 
clouding the waters and releasing 
nutrients that increase algae growth 
and alter the natural balance we have 
enjoyed.  Moreover, the carp multiply 
at such a fast rate that they must 
be controlled.  Apparently, they can 

never be totally eradicated.  So this will be an 
ongoing problem that must be managed, much 
the same way Clean Lakes manages the algae 
and controls the midges. WLMA has retained 
Stillwater Sciences, an aquatic environmental 
company, permitted by California State Fish & 

Wildlife, to remove as many of these carp as 
possible from our Lake. In addition to their 
efforts, WLMA is researching additional 
remedies. WLMA has also passed a new 
rule allowing WLMA permitted fisherman 
to catch and dispose of the carp.  Just to be 
clear, despite the rumors, WLMA has no 
plans to drain or poison the fish in the lake. 
This will be an ongoing and lengthy process 

that will take time to correct.

As summer approaches, more boaters are utilizing the docks adjacent to our terrific restaurants at 
The Landing. Space at the docks can be at a premium, especially on weekends. There are two 
easy access slips for “called ahead” restaurant pick-up orders. These two well marked slips have a 
20-minute time limit. All other slips have a two-hour time limit.  The dock decks are for walking only. 
Please do not place any chairs, tables, ice chests or other obstructions on the restaurant docks at 
any time. This is a serious safety issue and the Lake Patrol will ask you to remove them promptly.
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DON’T FORGET THE 

Westlake Island Holiday Party
Thursday, December 14 at the Westlake Yacht Club
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DON’T FORGET THE 
Westlake Island Holiday Party
December 10 at the Westlake Yacht Club
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1426 Eastwind Circle, Westlake Village

EXPERIENCED | TRUSTED | SOLD  

Combined experience of 45+ years in Real Estate.

Maintenance 
Update
By Alison Colburn, Maintenance Chair

Welcome Spring!! On a recent walk through with management 
it was obvious that spring cleaning is in the air!! Properties look 
sharp. However, some homeowners for whom requests for 
maintenance were sent in October and November of 2020 may 
get a second letter if we noted that the work has not yet been 
completed. We ask that you do try to get to these items as soon as 
is reasonably possible.

I would like to speak about what I refer to as “Good Neighbor 
Maintenance”. Now is the time to check your trees and shrubs. 
Have they overgrown so much that they are hanging over into the 
neighbor’s yard? Or perhaps blocking views? If so, please trim 
those shrubs and prune those trees. As a reminder, within 2 feet 
of the lake plants may not exceed 10 inches in height. 

 
We often receive letters from homeowners requesting that we 

instruct a neighbor to prune a tree or remove overgrown shrubs. 
This is really a “homeowner to homeowner” issue and we do urge 
homeowners to work with one another to resolve these issues. 
Although a homeowner is within their purview to trim those 
offending branches themselves, a “good neighbor” would handle it 
before it ever comes to that. So, take a look around your yard and 
see if you need to do some “good neighbor” maintenance.

 
In general trees should be professionally trimmed every 3-5 years 

if mature, 1-2 years if young, annually for fruit trees. The trimming 
should take place in the spring growing season, or winter dormant 
season. An arborist can help you plan your schedule!!

There is a saying “one person’s trash is another’s treasure”. Now 
is the time to take a look around and see if you have any “treasures” 
which can be viewed by your neighbors. Perhaps they need a fresh 
coat of paint, cleaning, or maybe there are just too many. Be a 
“good neighbor” and make sure your yards are neat, clean and 
well maintained. Reminder, bikes, strollers, trash cans and the like, 
need to be put in the garage or behind your gates.

Hospitality Report
By Linda Schalk

The “Westlake Island Board” 
welcomes the following new 
homeowners to “Westlake Island”:

Alexander Parada

4009 Whitesail

Edward S.  Franklin

4023 Whitesail

 
James E. & Susan D.  Tadevic

1348 Bluesail

Carol Joy Melville

4008 Whitesail

James and Tamera Kilby

1499 Eastwind

David and Rosalyn Gross

4019 Mariner

 

Welcome to Westlake Island!!!



Mary Kay Donahoe
Waterfront & exceptional Home SpecialiSt

Don’t Wait - Call Me Now! 805-402-9115 - I Love Selling Waterfront Homes! 

“Nobody Does It Better”

Have You Been Wondering What 
Real Estate Sales Have Been Doing?

Here is a Snapshot of Single Family Home Sales in 91361
[Data Compares March 2020 and March 2021]

Please Call for Additional Analysis!

Number of Sales
11.76%

New Listings
-9.38%

Average Days 
on Market 

-46.67%
Mar ‘20

32
Mar ‘21

29
Mar ‘20

90
Mar ‘21

48

31.91%
Median Sales Price

1.77%
Average Sales Price

21.18%
Median List Price

0.42%
Average List Price

Mar ‘20
17

Mar ‘21
19

Good News!  
Why Are People Talking About “Proposition 19”?

As of April 1, 2021, when you sell your home and buy another, the amount of property tax you pay on your 
new home will be the same amount you pay now, up to the sales price of the home you sold.

Is this important to me? YES, if you are over 55 or disabled.

We are not accountants or tax attornies. Please talk to your professional tax preparer then call me!
The above information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed 

BEFORE PROPOSITION 19

Must Buy At 
Equal Or 

Lesser Value

Only 
Between A 

Few 
California 
Counties

One Time 
Only

WITH NEW PROPOSITION 19

Home Can
Be Any
Value

Can Buy
Anywhere

in
 California

Can Use 
3 Times

805.402.9115
MaryKay@theDonahoes.com
MaryKayDonahoe.com


