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• 8 new models to choose from
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• Pre-owned certified boats for sale
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Westlake Island Board
President, Michael Meisel
Vice President, Penny Singer

Hospitality Report
By Hospitality Chair, Penny Singer

The “Westlake Island Board” welcomes the following new homeowners to “Westlake
Island”:

Secretary, Larry Schalk
Treasurer, Al Baker
Member-at-Large, Alan Jeffery

Committee Chairpersons

Jeffrey and Nancy Apregan - 4026 Mariner Circle
Michael & Tammy Bushman- 1514 Eastwind Circle
Max and Brianna Freedman - 3930 Freshwind Circle
Kerry Freimann - 2428 Oakshore Drive (Vacant Lot)
Andrew and Sarah Kane - 1418 Southwind Circle

Animal Regulations, Michael Meisel

Rob and Julie Kassan - 1561 La Venta Drive

Architecture, Cary Gerhardt

Bliss Landon - 3915 Freshwind Circle

Beautification, Dave Whitney

Peter & Grace Leeson- 32174 Oakshore Drive

Facilities, Dave Whitney
Hospitality, Penny Singer

Tim and Dan Littrell - 4015 Mariner Circle
Andrew and Rima McLaren - 3939 Freshwind Circle
Joel & Karen Singer - 3943 Freshwind Circle

Maintenance, Al Baker

DLI Properties - 4008 Whitesail Circle

Island Security, Larry Schalk

Richard and Jean Wentz - 4162 La Venta Drive

Mainsheet Editor, Michael Meisel
Advertising Manager, Open

WLMA Representatives
Jan Meisel
James Reich
Carolyn Davis
Lou Cappadona
Linda Catlin
Ron Code
Karen Lieberman
Michael Singer
Jerry Freedman
Tony Tramonto
Linda Vandaveer
Jan Whitney
Alan Jeffery
Jerry Ketcham
Brian Nelson

I hope that all of you who have received your “Hospitality Basket” enjoyed them
and found the information helpful in your move to our wonderful and beautiful
“Westlake Island”. There are several of the above homeowners who have not moved
in because of remodeling. I will look forward to meeting with you in the near
future to deliver your “Hospitality Baskets”. Please feel free to contact me if you
need assistance or have any questions regarding “Westlake Island”. You can also
obtain information by goint to www.westlakeisland.org
Welcome to Westlake Island!!!

Keep Your Pets Safe for The Holidays
By Michael Meisel

As the holidays approach, did you know that the traditional Poinsettia is one of
the more poisonous plants for pets? If ingested, mild signs of vomiting, drooling, or
diarrhea may be seen. If the milky sap is exposed to skin, dermal irritation (including
redness, swelling, and itchiness) may develop. Fortunately the Poinsettia is only
mildly poisonous. However, there are a number of other popular plants that can
cause severe illness and even death. Cyclamen, Azalea, Oleander, and Sago Palms
are particularly deadly. Symptoms include severe vomiting, diarrhea, slowed heart
rate, and excessive drooling. These plants all exist on the Island. Daffodils, Hibiscus,
and Lilies are typically not life threatening, but will cause vomiting and diarrhea, and
lethargic behavior.
Bottom line; keep your pets away from plants and flowers. Virtually any plant is not
going to be good for your dog or cat. If you see any of these symptoms or behavior that
is not normal for your pet, you should seek immediate medical attention.

Westlake Island Mainsheet — November 2016

3

From the President’s Desk

Westlake Island Management
The Emmons Company
One Boardwalk, Suite 102
Westlake Village, CA 91360
805 413-1170
www.emmonsco.net
Westlake Lake Management
32353 W. Triunfo Canyon
Westlake Village, CA 91361
818 889-5377
www.westlake-lake.com
Guardhouse
805 495-7411
Emergency Fire & Police
911
Los Angeles County Fire
818 889-1626
Los Angeles County Sheriff
818 878-1808
LA County Humane Society
213 730-5300
Thousand Oaks Police
805 494-8200
Ventura County Fire
805 384-1500
Ventura County Humane Society
805 646-6505
Ventura County Sheriff’s Office
805 494-8200
www.vcsd.org
Animal Control & Licensing
(Westlake & Thousand Oaks)
818 991-0071
City of Thousand Oaks
wwwtoaks.org
City of Westlake Village
www.wlv.org
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I am often asked why I take on the responsibilities
associated with being our Westlake Island Board president.
“Don’t you get calls all of the time”, they ask. “No, not all
the time”, I say with a smile. Then I explain that this is
what the Board is for. The five Board members (myself,
Larry Schalk, Alan Jeffery, Al Baker, and Penny Singer) are
here for you.
This is our home, our Island, and we are here to make sure it is a safe, beautiful
and wonderful place to live. And we do not do this alone. The hardworking Architectural Committee, made up of Cary Gerhardt, Bill Warburton, Alison Colburn, Dave
Whitney, and Neil Schai, have the huge responsibility for maintaining the high quality
standards for all construction and landscaping on the Island. Even with twice monthly
meetings, they can barely keep up with the plan reviews and permit requests. Dave
Whitney also has the demanding job of managing our landscape company, Conejo
Crest. Dave keeps tabs on water usage, tree trimming, tree removal (unfortunately our
beautiful mature trees do die), tree replacement, landscape lights, as well as the condition of our streets. Our ever vigilant security guards, led by Eimer Puentes, provide us
the security and privacy the Island is known for. Behind the scenes, Pam and Tami at
the Emmons Company are the administrative support to make this all happen. We are
your Westlake Island team, at work for you.
One of the more daunting goals I have set for myself this term is an update of our
Architectural and Island Rules Regulations. These documents are outdated and have
not been reviewed for many years. For example, one of the rules references going to
a pay phone if you need to reach a resident for access to the Island. Lots of luck with
that one. The Architectural Committee has drafted a revision to their rules and the
Board is in the process of updating the Island Rules and Regulations. Also, our CC &
R’s are no longer current with State and local ordinances and need to be brought into
compliance by our attorney. Look for these in your mailbox soon. They require your
review and comments.
Unfortunately speeding on the Island continues to be a problem. The speed limit is
25 mph. There is a 3-way Stop sign (in case you haven’t noticed) at LaVenta. It does
not mean slow down to 25 mph and briefly look to make sure nothing is in the way.
I have almost been hit twice at night. I know everyone is in a hurry these days, but it
only takes 1 minute more to travel from LaVenta to either end of the island at 25 vs 30
mph. Surely everyone can take that extra minute to keep pedestrians safe.
The holidays are once again upon us. The Island holiday light committee is promising another dazzling display this season. Our annual Island Holiday Party is gearing
up to be the best ever, so mark your calendars for 6:00pm on Thursday December 8
at the Westlake Island Yacht Club. And, lets all pray for some Winter rains to refill out
lake.
The Board of Directors wishes you and your families a wonderful and safe holiday
season and a healthy and happy New Year.
Sincerely,

Michael Meisel
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Maintenance

Westlake Lake Management Report

By Al Baker

By Mike Singer

Last May the Maintenance Committee made its
annual inspection of the Island homes to ensure
that all properties are being well-maintained.
While we knew that most homes would be in
great shape, we were pleasantly surprised to find
that the number of citations fell by 28 percent
from the prior year, and for the most part they
were for minor issues. Of the citations issued,
many of the maintenance issues have already been
corrected.

Our Lake Manager and his team are doing everything humanly possible to keep up with evaporation from the Lake. The Lake is currently
about 22 inches down. All of the wells, including the new well, are
pumping to full capacity. Our wells have added over 40 inches of water
this year. As the drought season continues, there is less ground water
available to the wells. It has not rained for months, so we are on a steady
decline until the temperatures cool down. Assuming there is still groundwater as we experience cooler days, our wells should be able to offer
some lake level improvement.

The drought continues to be a major challenge
for our landscaping, but it appears that many
homeowners have been very creative in finding
ways to reduce the need for extensive outdoor
watering, and the results have actually enhanced
the beauty of our Island neighborhood. Low flow
sprinklers, drip watering systems, and planting of
succulents or drought-resistant plants or grasses
have been particularly effective and widely
adopted. Limited use of artificial turf or bark is
also an option that has been very effective.
As we move into the fall it is a good time to
make sure your gutters are free of leaves and
debris before the first rain. It’s also an excellent
time to get on the calendar with a contractor if
you know you need to get roof repairs done. I
can attest from my own experience that waiting
until after the first rain to make that call for
either cleaning or repairing can result in a
disappointingly long wait for workmen to show up
to do the work

The good news is, unlike other lakes,”Our Lake refills with rain! “Supported by 25 square miles of watershed, WLMA calculates that for every
1 inch of rain, the Lake fills 8 inches.
Meanwhile, Lake Management is taking advantage of the low water
level to repair the shoreline, pumping concrete into the eroded areas.
The process started with our Island shoreline this year. The process will
continue until it rains and the Lake level rises.
The Island has 15 Representatives out of 33 Representatives on the
WLMA Board. 5 new Representatives were added this year and of course
5 Representatives retired. We are grateful for the years of service provided by Richard Young, Rita Packard, Charles Lees, Robert Garfield and
Lucy Ableser. Welcome to new Representatives Jan Meisel, Alan Jeffery,
Brian Nelson, Jerry Ketcham and James Reich.

As a final note, it is apparent that the coot
population is back in force. If you wish to install
a coot fence, there are two options: a one- or
two-strand wire on dark color posts may be left
in place permanently. Alternately, a temporary
dark green or black wire fence less than 24” high
may be put up, but it must be removed by May 1,
when the coots will be gone.
The Board thanks all homeowners for their
willingness to keep our neighborhood looking
beautiful.
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Westlake Yacht Club

CORDIALLY INVITES THE COMMUNITY OF
WESTLAKE VILLAGE TO OUR

Annual “Parade of Lights”
Sunday, December 4, 2016

3:30 P.M. Walk in registration ($5 entry fee plus $5 refundable deposit)
5:30 P.M. Boat Parade participants organizes (On the water in front of
WYC clubhouse)
6:00 P.M. Boat Parade Procession around the lake
6:15 P.M. Special performances by our singing Santa & Mrs. Claus and
the Westlake High School's award winning singing ensemble,
"A Class Act" under the direction of Alan Rose.
7:00 P.M. Award & Gift presentation (inside WYC clubhouse)
Any boat with a WLMA Permit can join the Parade.
All guests are welcome to attend this fun-filled event at WYC.
Be sure to bring your children and grandchildren to WYC to meet Santa!
th
For the 11 year in a row, Santa and Mrs. Claus will be visiting us!

General questions about the event please contact:
Rear Commodore, Jim Harrison
Jim.Harrison@roadrunner.com or 818-991-0735
Have electrical/converter questions about lighting your boat?
Contact Skip Toller at Electra Craft, 800-221-2083, ext. 105

CHILI, HOT DOGS & COOKIES AVAILABLE
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Neighborly Way
By Rose Jeffery, (805) 496-0316, Rose@amjins.com

We send our island condolences to the family and friends of neighbors
who passed away since the last newsletter.
Redsail Circle – Marla Schalk passed away in August, 2016

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Unused/unwanted prescription and non-prescription
drugs can be safely dropped off at the following locations:
Police Resource Center at Thousand Oaks City Hall (3rd level
next to Box Office), 2100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd, from 8
am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Thursday and every other
Friday. Call 805-449-2760 for more information.
Police Station located at 2101 E. Olsen Road Thousand Oaks
from 8 am to 5 pm, weekdays. Syringes are not accepted at
either location.
Lost Hills Police Station located at 27050 Lost Hills Road,
Agoura Hills, CA. Drug disposal Mailboxes are located in
front of the police station.
Please remember to never flush any type of prescription or
non-prescription medications down the drain or into the sewer
system as these drugs can enter our oceans and may affect the fish
that we eat.
Electronic Waste - E Waste can be dropped off at Goodwill,
145 W. Hillcrest Dr., Thousand Oaks – Behind the store

Telephone Books – To opt out from future deliveries
of paper phone books go to www.yellowpagesoptout.
com. Unwanted phone books can be recycled.
Recycling Cans- Please note that milk and juice
cartons can now be deposited in your recycling cans.
Old clean clothes not worthy for charity donations can
also be put in your recycling can.
Sprinklers – Fall is a good time to check your timers.
Your timers should go on and off before 9:00am in the
morning or after 5:00pm in the afternoon. Be sure to
follow your water company’s watering restrictions for
your street address. A good rule of thumb is if your
water is running down the sidewalks and into the
street gutters, you are watering too long. It’s time to
adjust the timing and perhaps the direction of your
sprinklers. Be Water Wise! California is experiencing a severe drought. Please Save our precious
Water and you’ll be saving money as well! Consider drought tolerant plants or drip irrigation.
All changes in landscaping require review and
approval by the Island Architectural Committee.

COMING SOON - New Island Decals
By Michael Meisel

Beginning next year, the Westlake Island decal will no longer be that super sticky,
impossible to remove, same old design year-after-year, sticker. For a number of reasons,
including improved security and aesthetic appeal, stickers will now mount inside the car
windshield and will be changed out every year. The decals will change colors each year
(just like your auto registration) and potentially we will mix it up with new designs. The
new decal will easily peel off the glass without tearing or requiring a razor blade to remove.

0001

2017

edge of decal (black die line does not print)
size: 3" x 3"

We expect to have the new decals available by early December. The initial
over to
the& new
REFLEXswitch
BLUE: graphic
image
2017 design will take a
BLACK: sequencial numbers
few minutes as the old sticker needs to be scraped off, so please bear with
us during the transition. You may remove the
WHITE: background
old stickers yourself (Goof Off works great) or pull over to the side and ask security to help you out.

7
PLEASE FAX OR EMAIL BACK A SIGNED COPY OF THE
ARTWORK TO PUT YOUR ORDER INTO PRODUCTION.

n
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Catching the Big Ones Over Labor Day
Weekend 2016
By Cole Rapattoni

My twin brother and I just turned 13 and spent 2 days over Labor Day Weekend at our
Nonna’s in Westlake Village, California. She lives on the island in this little lake with a boat
dock and we pulled in 5 largemouth bass and 5 channel catfish. The fish were all near the boat dock. The catfish were between
10 to almost 17 pounds. The bass were from 2 to almost 6 pounds.
Our rods and reels were gifts from our “GrandAndy” and are by Shimano and Ugly Stik. Our reels are Shimano FX 1000
reels. We also used Octopus hooks size 4 with Triline 10 pound test. Our biggest bass was 5 pounds and 5.75 oz. The biggest
catfish was 16 pounds and 8.4 oz. This is catch-and-release and we had to be very careful to get the no-barb-hooks out and get
them back in the water fast. All of our fancy plastics, spinner baits, chatter baits, crank baits, and senkos didn’t entice the fish
so we used hotdog pieces from lunch. Later we found out you can only use plastic lures on the lake. We knew we couldn’t use
worms but had no idea we weren’t allowed to use pieces of hotdogs. We were told they want to make it hard to catch the fish.
It was sure fun while it lasted!
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Architectural Report
By Cary Gerhardt

Once again the Island Architectural Committee has been very busy since the beginning of the year. The first nine months saw
one hundred different projects. Projecting through the end of the year, about 40% of the homes on the island will have done
some type of improvement to their home. A good portion of these were landscape related which is understandable given our
water issues. The new homes and remodel projects have significantly updated our neighborhood. Many thanks to all that have
made improvements to their homes this year.
One of the Committee’s notable achievements thus far this year was the complete review of the Architecture Rules. We did
this for many reasons. We strived to re-define a few problematic subjects and to generally simplify the language where we could.
And some rules needed to be worded to more current standards.
Here is a quick snapshot of some of the modified rules:
• Trees: All front and back yards must contain at least one tree. This is important because it reinforces the original landscape
intent of the island as a “mountain lake community with a tree lined shoreline”. Palm trees, including sago palms are prohibited
in permanent in ground planters. If a tree is approved for removal by the Architectural Committee and Board, then the stump
and root ball must be removed entirely.
• Rear decks: If top of the original slope in a rear yard cannot be clearly defined, then decks shall not be allowed to extend
beyond the back of a house more than five feet before stepping away from the side lot line one foot for each foot of depth to the
deck.
• Zero lot walls: They are the responsibility of the owner who’s house the wall is part of. This means maintenance, repairs,
painting, etc. No plants, structures, water features, etc. are to be fastened to the wall in any way.
• Front yard walls/shrubs: No wall structure or shrubbery shall be installed within nine feet measured from the back of the
sidewalk. Any shrubs bordering a driveway cannot exceed thirty six inches in height.
• Construction Agreement: This is a form that we re-enacted that will require a signature from the homeowner stating the project
duration, among other things. This pertains to more major projects.
All of us have seen unattractive neighborhoods. What makes them get this way is a lack of continuity which is caused from
a lack of structure or plan. Our Architecture Rules help maintain the integrity of our neighborhood which brings much greater
value visually and financially. Good luck with any project you may be planning.
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Security Report
By Doug Huemme, Master Protection, Inc.

The security team at Westlake Island appreciates the opportunity to continue to serve the
residents of Westlake Island and provide access control and patrol services. Should residents
ever have questions, concerns, or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Personal Safety
Westlake Island has historically been a safe
community. However, we still recommend
that you take normal precautions to ensure
the safety of your person and property. Make
sure you remove valuables from your vehicles
and lock the doors. Keep doors to your home
locked. If you see anything suspicious report
it to the Gatehouse or law enforcement.
Resident Lane / Visitor Lane
Community rules dictate that only residents
driving a vehicle with a current Westlake
Island sticker or a temporary pass issued by
security are permitted to enter the community in the resident lane. If you are a passenger in another vehicle (friend’s car, limousine, taxi, etc.) or are driving a loaner or new
vehicle not yet issued a temporary pass, you
are required to enter via the visitor lane.
Parking
Always park your vehicle facing the correct direction and don’t park in front of
fire hydrants or block driveways, sidewalks
trashcans, or mailboxes. Be courteous to your
neighbors and whenever possible have your
visitors park in front of your home. Please
remind your contractors and other workers to
obey all parking regulations and not double
park or otherwise restrict access for residents.
Don’t forget that Fridays are street cleaning
days. All vehicles should be off the streets
between 9 and 11AM.

After Hours Work
Work hours on the Island are 7AM to
5PM, Monday to Friday, and 9AM to 5PM on Saturdays. This means
no workers will be permitted on the Island before 7AM (or 9AM on
Saturdays), and all workers must be off the Island by 5PM. Saturday
work is restricted to interior work, or exterior work that does not generate noise (gardening, pool maintenance, etc.) No power tools permitted. All construction sites (large renovations, remodels, etc.) are closed
on Saturdays, and no workers are permitted to these sites regardless
of type of work (interior or exterior). Please remind your workers that
they must leave enough time at the end of the day to clean up so they
can be off the Island by 5PM. If you have an emergency that requires
a worker to access the community outside of regular work hours (water leak, etc.) please contact the gatehouse in advance of the worker
arriving to notify security.
Call Downs
In order to expedite access through the gates, whenever possible
please call the gatehouse in advance and let us know your guest will
be arriving. Guests can be added to your permanent guest list (they
can enter any time) or temporary guest list (they can be added to your
list for a certain number of days that you specify). If you would prefer
not to call the gates, you can email us your call downs. The email
address is WLIgatehouse@masterprotection.net. Please include your
name, address, call down code, name of your guest, and date they are
permitted entry and we will add them to your guest list. For more
information visit the gatehouse to pick up a flyer.
Holiday Season
It’s hard to believe but the holiday season is upon us. If you are
having parties, please be sure to provide guest lists to the gatehouse
in advance of your event. Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s
Day are all considered “Holidays,” so no workers are permitted on the
Island.

CONTACTING SECURITY
We want to be as accessible as possible to all residents. There are a number of ways to reach us.
Gatehouse Phone/Fax: (805) 495-7411, fax (805) 495-7433
Gatehouse Email Address: WLIgatehouse@masterprotection.net
Post Commander (Eimer) email: WestlakeIsland@masterprotection.net
MPS Management phone and email: (805) 371-4333, Doug.Huemme@masterprotection.net

10		

Westlake Island Mainsheet — November 2016

Facilities Management

Animal Regulations

By Dave Whitney

By Michael Meisel

Island maintenance has been in high gear. The Little Gem Magnolias
that we planted to replace the dying Birch trees have not grown as well
as we had hoped. Some have clearly done better than others. Now
that the weather is cooler, we are going to aggressively feed and water
them to see if we can get the scrawnier ones to grow.

Things have been going pretty well since we
installed the Pet Valets and I am happy to report
the piles are few and far between.

We recently replaced 3 dead Willows on the La Venta median. They
are doing quite well. There is a fourth Willow which we trimmed with
the hope that it would come back to life. It is not looking good so far and
will probably need to be replaced soon. Our Willows are beautiful trees
that provide wonderful shade, but their lifespan is only around 20 years.
We replaced all 4 lighting controllers on La Venta. The old ones
were attached to trees and totally rusted away. The new controllers are
staked into the ground.
In addition to continuing to evaluate the installation of a drip irrigation system along the La Venta median, we are getting bids to replace
the center concrete median on the bridge. The goal is to bury all new
conduit, replacing the plastic conduit that is popping up through the
concrete and the metal conduit running on top of the median. We are
going to use pavers to finish the median so that if we ever need to go
back in to fix a problem, we can lift the pavers off without having to
saw cut the concrete.
Finally, we are going to start addressing the bare grass spots in the
fingers. Some of these bare areas have gotten quite large and unsightly.
As you walk the Island, if you notice any areas that need attention,
please contact the Emmons Company so we can add it to our list.
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What is becoming a bigger problem is the
wildlife deposits from rabbits, ducks, and geese.
The issue is not that they poop, but that we have
certain residents who feel obligated to feed them.
We never had a rabbit problem on the Island
until someone started hosting midnight buffets.
And why some residents feel the need to mess
with the eco system of our Lake by feeding the
ducks and geese makes no sense at all.
You are not helping them to survive (to the
contrary, you are damaging their own ability to
survive), you are creating a nuisance with the
noise and poop, and you are disturbing the natural balance of the Lake.
WLMA has had a no wildlife feeding policy in
place for years. Our proposed Island Rules and
Regulations update now has one as well.
We ask everyone to do what is best for the
Lake and your neighbor’s and not to feed the
fragile wildlife so that they remain healthy for all
of us to enjoy.
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THE BEST TIME OF THE YEAR!
Westlake Island POA presents...

THE ANNUAL HOMEOWNERS

HOLIDAY BASH!
AT THE WESTLAKE YACHT CLUB

32123 LINDERO CANYON ROAD WESTLAKE VILLAGE CA 91361

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8TH at 6:00PM
PLEASE RSVP TO THE GUARD HOUSE BY DECEMBER 1ST

PLEASE RSVP TO THE GUARD HOUSE BY DECEMBER 1ST

GUARD HOLIDAY FUND
One of the lifestyle benefits of Island living is the peace of mind provided by
our security guards. They maintain a safe and secure environment for all of us.
Please join the Westlake Island Board of Directors in making a donation to the
Guard Holiday Gift Fund. We are hopeful that all residents will participate.
The guards receive a check with a holiday card listing the name of those who
have contributed to the fund. To participate, please send your check payable
to Westlake Island Property Owners Association c/o The Emmons Company,
P.O. Box 5098, Westlake Village, CA 91359. Indicate on the check-apply to
Island Security Fund. Your continued support of this holiday tradition is greatly
appreciated.
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Our Amazing Lake Wildlife

Thank you to everyone who contributed these wonderful pictures of the amazing place we live.
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1513 La Venta Drive, Westlake Island
• Great new price! $2,199,000!!
• Over 3,300 SQFT
• Upstairs Large Media Room
• Just Beautiful

3901 Freshwind, Westlake Island List Price $1,450,000

32250 Oakshore Drive, Westlake Island List Price $2,347,500

805.495.1515
805
495
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Keeping the Spirit of Giving in Our Local Community:
Remember how much fun it was to buy Holiday gifts for your little ones? They are probably not
“little” anymore. But there are still children who are looking forward to new toys at this time of
year. Next time you are shopping, have some fun buying toys for some adorable child.
The Conejo, Simi, Moorpark Association of Realtors are collecting toys again. Jim and I have
arranged for a box to be placed at the front gate here in our community. We have been
doing this for over ten years now and we are always so very proud of your generosity. Please
leave unwrapped toys at the gate and we will see to it that they get to some very
appreciative little ones. Don’t forget about the teenagers. They like getting gifts too.

We want to wish each of you a very Happy Holiday Season !

